Coolum State High School

Hi, we’re from Brazil and we love Coolum High.
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Narrator:
Welcome to Coolum State High School; quality education beside the sea making your first choice of secondary education on Queensland’s sunshine coast.

Our school is surrounded by national parks and local beaches and the strength and growth of Coolum High can be attributed to our staff, the community and, most importantly, our students.
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Dr Robyn Burton-Ree
Principal, Coolum State High School

We love having international students here. Global citizenship is really important and our international students add another dimension to our school. We are growing; we have around 1,000 students at the moment and we have more buildings being built and that means we can increase our capacity for inviting international students to come and visit us and study here.

Narrator:
Our professional teachers and staff are committed to bringing out the very best in every student. As we strive to encourage care, respect and excellence throughout our curriculum.
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Mrs Liz Mortimer – Guidance Officer
Coolum State High School

As a parent, I would be really encouraging you to look at sending your child to Coolum High.

We have such a range of support services, from chaplains to school nurses, to myself. We have a really dedicated team ensuring that students have the opportunity to achieve their best at school while they’re here, and students come here and are very welcomed and leave sad that they have to go home.
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Terri Shine – ISP Homestay Coordinator
Coolum State High School

We have a very solid staff base here, many teachers being here for over ten years, so they are very accepting and welcoming of students in their classes. We’ve had a variety of nationalities to teach across all the year levels.
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Mr Lee Francey – Teacher
Coolum State High School

The international students have been great but obviously they come here with English as their second language so they aren’t as strong as the students that I have in the class so we guide and direct them in certain areas as well.
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Mrs Anna Antonijevic – Teacher
Coolum State High School

So we have students from ten different countries that I’m working with this year. We work with them in a tutoring capacity so I see them once a week to help them with their English comprehension and their skills to do with how they do in their assessments and aligning that to what’s expected of them in the Australian curriculum.

Some of the students who first came were really shy and didn’t really want to speak to us in English and as they’ve transitioned it’s really interesting to see how they’re conversing with the other students in English but also with their Australian peers. They’ve definitely had that opportunity to grow their language skills while they’ve been here.

Terri Shine:
International students can participate in lots of hands-on learning experiences here but if they actually stay longer for two or three years they can actually do excellence programs in music or in surfing.

In the first five weeks of school we actually take them to the beach and they learn to surf and we use a local community surf school for that. In the community they also interact with surf lifesaving clubs, lots of sporting clubs, there’s a good dance program and cheerleading and martial arts, plus all the music as well.

Narrator:
At Coolum High our students’ learning experience revolves around interactivity, problem solving and cognitive thinking.
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Giulia – Spain
Coolum State High School

In Barcelona my school is really different – I’m in the city – while here in Coolum High School I’ve found a beautiful location because it’s in the middle of nature and it’s really close to the beach and it’s just amazing.
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Ferris – Germany
Coolum State High School

It’s really great here, the subjects are great; I think everybody would find a subject they like.
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Camilla – Italy
Coolum State High School

I recommend coming to Coolum because it’s a beautiful place, the school is so good and all the people every time are so nice to you; the Australians are so nice.

Terri Shine:
We take a lot of care and attention with our students and we maximise their opportunities here and their experiences so that they’re having the best time they can here – academically, socially and their welfare is always looked after as well.
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Lyndel – Homestay parent
Coolum State High School

My name is Lyndel and I’m a homestay mum. I’ve been doing homestay for about three years now; I just love it because I get lots of different students in. They grow up into an individual of themselves, they mature through guidance and my husband and I just focus on giving them the love that we give our own kids and that’s what it’s all about – homestay is showing them a different part of a family but it’s in Coolum.

Dr Burton-Ree:
I’m a really great believer in students going to another country and attending another school. I’ve found that it was really important for the kids to have that ability to have that empathy of other students from other cultures.

Mrs Mortimer:
We have a really welcoming school community, lots of support for students, fabulous homestays – I can’t think of anywhere else I’d rather study.

Lyndel:
We live in the best place in Coolum and I highly recommend it for anybody, any students to come.


Mr Francey:
They actually didn’t want to go back to where they came from, they wanted to stay here and do another year because they enjoyed the culture and the friendship and the mateship and the school environment that we provided them.

Narrator:
Coolum State High School: encouraging care, respect and excellence.
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